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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy 

Revd Geoff Hollingsworth Vicar 302133 
Vacant –House for Duty Assistant Curate  
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the  
Archbishop’s Permission To Officiate (PTO) 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 

  
Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318  
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 307479  
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough (in training) 303331 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral     
         Mrs Liz Stott                       01430 873361                  W         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P 
Mrs Annie Harrison           01377 288070                  W       
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
          

Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 
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        Pocklington Deanery Synod Representatives: 

       Sue Woodcock and Delia Smith 

       Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, Barbara Myerscough, David Brown, Gina Campbell, Steve Campbell, Ian 
Ryder, Julie Ryder, Sue Currier, Louis Taylor, John Douglas, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mr J Goodhart 368817 
 Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
 
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard 304783 
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        302156  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr B Myerscough 303331 
 Mr N Laws 304307 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mr S Jones 01430 871612 

 Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

 
 

FROM THE VICARAGE MARCH 2018 
RETIREMENT 

This month I look forward to retirement. My last service is on Sunday 18th March at 10.45am 
at All Saints Church Pocklington, the day before my 65th birthday, although I shall still be 
around until the end of April handing over and sorting all the things ready for the 
interregnum. 
I was ordained deacon in 1986 and priest in 1987 and have felt it a privilege to serve as a 
minister of the Church. My ordained ministry started in Thorne Doncaster 1986 to 1989 as a 
Curate. There was one Vicar, who I am still in contact with, and one church. It was 3 years of 
learning before I became the vicar of Rawcliffe in 1989 a post which I retained for 20 years 
until 2009. In 1996 I acquired 2 more parishes and a hospital chaplain post and retained these 
alongside Rawcliffe until I came to Pocklington in 2009. 
In Pocklington when I arrived there were 3 employed priests but over recent years 1 post was 
deleted and 1 is presently not being filled. 
I have really enjoyed my time in the Pocklington Group of 9 churches and loved ministering 
in a town and  in the rural communities and churches. Each one is different and each is special. 
Over the years we have built up a strong Ministry Team and extended ministry to include 
Recognised Parish Assistants and Parish Visitors. There is a Baptism Preparation Team and a 
Pastoral Visiting Team as well as various teams and committees. 
It has been good to be part of this expansion of team work and collaborative ministry where 
each member has a part to play and is equally valued. Each person is encouraged to discern 
their gifts and skills and to develop them and use them in the service of the church and the 
wider community. 
After I have retired I look forward to continuing my ministry as a retired vicar helping out in 
parishes and giving support to the employed clergy. 
We shall be leaving Pocklington in April and moving to be closer to our family .... just 10 
minutes down the road !  ....where we look forward to  having more time to be with them 
and our grand children. 
Retirement is a new opportunity and a time to do those things which there hasn‘t been time 
for while in full time work. 
We enjoy travelling and already have plans to take our caravan to many parts of the UK and 
possibly abroad. It will be good to be on the open road following where the sunshine beckons. 
In particular we look forward to moving back into our own house ....  in which we lived for 
over 10 years before ordination. Living in a church house has been a privilege and we have 
always felt comfortable but not the same as living in your own., so we look forward to moving 
back in. 
We have chosen to live not only near our family but also close to the area and churches where 
we worked for 23 years before our move to Pocklington and we have maintained our 
friendships there and so look forward to picking up where we left off with everyone and have 
already received a great welcome back. 
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We shall take with us many memories of our times in the Pocklington Group and the many 
who have given us support over the years. 
I take this opportunity say a huge THANK YOU to everyone for the past 8 years and to give my 
best wishes for the future of these churches and communitiies. 
 
Geoff Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
                                From the Church Wardens Pocklington All Saints Church 

 
Everybody should now have heard that our Vicar, Geoff, is to retire and his last service will 

be a Group Service on 18th March 2018 at Pocklington. Geoff and Marilyn are moving to be 

closer to their family and to have more time together.  

Geoff has been a priest for 30 years, the last eight of these at Pocklington and he will be 

sorely missed. He has served us well, making changes as required to make the church more 

available to the general public. His Christian Leadership has been of a very high standard. 

He has encouraged ‘all member ministry’ to make every member of the congregation feel 

valued and also to realise that whatever they do is important ministry for the church. 

All local schools have been encouraged to hold services in the church and those who do not 

usually visit church are welcomed in at ‘The Flying Man Festival’, Santa’s Grotto at 

Christmas and even at a Christmas tree festival. 2018 will see an important flower festival 

to mark the Centenary of the end of the First World War. 

Geoff has encouraged those with talents in certain directions to form committees to help 

with the maintenance of the building and the business side to run more smoothly.  

Geoff has always been available to discuss and consider suggestions of church life. He is 

always there quietly, to offer advice on the best way forward. Our church has grown in 

Christian Fellowship with other churches in the town. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Geoff for all his Ministry in the Church and 

the community. We wish him a long and happy retirement and pray that he and Marilyn 

will enjoy many more happy years together.  

Bryan Myerscough and Nigel Laws 

Church Wardens Pocklington All Saints Church 

 
Editor note :My thanks ,once again ,to Joy Hadley for the front cover  
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JOURNEYS INTO PRAYER (MARCH)    Tony and Pam Burdon 
The 5th Sunday of Lent (March 18th) is also known as Passion Sunday, and begins the season 
called Passiontide, which ends on Good Friday. The word “Passion” can carry different 
meanings, but in this context Passiontide is a time when we reflect on the pain and 
suffering of Christ.   
 
It is also a time when we might pause to reflect on our own experiences of pain and 
suffering. How easy do we find it to pray at times of physical and mental pain? The answer 
(if we’re honest with ourselves) is that it can be difficult or impossible to pray at such times. 
If this is our experience, it’s especially important that we aren’t hard on ourselves. There 
are times when we need to be upheld and carried by the prayers of others, and this isn’t 
something to be ashamed of. It’s also true that it is often at times of pain and suffering in 
our lives that the Lord draws especially close to us. We need to cherish these times. 
 
How then might we approach this season of Passiontide? There is a beautiful Celtic prayer 
which contains the lines:- 
 
Be the eye of God betwixt me and each eye, 
Be the pain of Christ betwixt me and each pain. 
In our own pain and suffering, therefore, we recall how Jesus was “tested in every way, just 
as we are”. On the cross, Jesus entered fully and completely into the reality of human pain 
and suffering, so that we might enjoy (as our Prayer book puts it) “the benefits of his 
passion”. As one of our hymns also puts it: 
 
And when human hearts are breaking 
Under sorrow’s iron rod; 
Still we find that self-same aching  
deep within the heart of God. 
 
This month, try and take some time to reflect on your own experience of pain and suffering. 
Do so without indulging in self-pity, but rather putting “the pain of Christ between us and 
each pain”. Take time too to reflect on the infinite pain and suffering of the world around 
us. A suggestion would be to read the account of the Passion in Mark’s gospel (chapters 14-
15). As you read the story, reflect on how Christ’s pain and suffering echoes our own 
experience and the experience of others. Take your time over this, and at the end offer this 
prayer by St Richard of Chichester:- 
 
Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
For all the benefits you have won for me; 
For all the pains and insults you have borne for me; 
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 
May I know you more clearly, love you more dearly 
And follow you more nearly day by day 
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On the 6th February 2018 we held our Annual General Meeting which was chaired by Revd. 

Geoff Hollingsworth. There were 18 members present. The various reports were read out 

and accepted. The Balance Sheet was presented, our financial position is good. We were 

able to donate to three MU Projects over the past year. Thanks were expressed to David 

Brown for his work done as Independent Examiner. The Committee is more or less the 

same as last year with another member, Jill Kemmenoe being proposed and seconded on to 

it. 

The Lent Soups started on Tuesday, 20th February and will continue each week until 27th 

March. 

The next meeting on Tuesday, 6th March will be a Lenten Meditation led by Ken Townley. 

All are welcome to any of our meetings. 

With many Blessings 

Josie Penter 

 

                                                    LADIES BREAKFAST  

            The next breakfast at the Lily Pad Café, Burnby Hall Gardens, will be on  

                                            Saturday 17th March at 8.15 for 8.30. 

The speaker will be Rachel Mort, Learning and Participation Officer, and the title of her 

talk will be Burnby Hall Gardens Restoration Project  

Please sign the board at the back of the Church. The cost will be £10 payable in advance 

to Mae Brown. 

 

                                             Women’s World Day of Prayer 
          
        Our service this year is at All Saints, Pocklington   at 2pm on Friday, 2nd March 
 
                  This years’ service has been written by the women of Suriname. 
 
                                              Do join us, everyone is welcome 
              – and stay with us for refreshments afterwards 
 
                           We look forward to seeing you 
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The deadline for the April edition is Friday 23rd March and copy should be 

emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail. com                                                                                                           

The Festival from 14th -18th September is to mark the Centenary of the End of WW1.                                                                       

The box office for the festival will open on Thursday 1st March and is for coach parties (not 

individuals) to book in so that we can stagger their arrival and have someone from the 

Pocklington Flower Club to welcome them and advise the driver where to park the coach. 

 Les Slow is building a web site dedicated to the Festival and this is in progress at 

www.pockflowerfestival.org.uk  

Betty and John Douglas have put forward a paper on the role of stewards at the festival and 

will be looking for volunteers at some stage. 

COMMEMORATE YOUR WAR HERO!  

Would you like to join us in commemorating your war hero?  We are looking for people to 

make ceramic poppies.   

The poppies will form part of the display for the Garden of Remembrance for Remember, 

Rejoice, a really prestigious Flower Festival which will take place on the weekend of 14th 

September 2018 at All Saints Church, Pocklington.  

We are privileged to have the nationally acclaimed Floral Artist, Andrew Grisewood as 

overall designer. Outstanding Floral Artists from the National Association of Flower 

Arrangement Societies from across the north of England have agreed to create exhibits.  It 

will look superb. 

The festival will be commemorating the centenary of WW1, raising funds for Royal British 

Legion and the Church. 

We are particularly hoping to contact relatives of those who are named on the memorial 

plaque for World War 1 in Pocklington Church to take part, but it could also be any relative, 

friend or even neighbour involved in a conflict in the last 100 years.   

The ceramic poppies will be made at workshop sessions on 11th and 18th April at 2pm or 

7pm in the church. Components are supplied and they are very easy to construct with much 

of them being pre-prepared.  You can then mark the back of your flower with your hero’s 

name.  You will be able to keep your flower after the festival is over.  The cost is only £3 per 

poppy. 

If you are interested can you book your session at church office, tel: 01759 306045 or 

07702 349199 

David Brown, Festival Chairman  

 Andrew Grisewood, Festival Designer  

http://www.pockflowerfestival.org.uk/
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THE BEGINNING OR THE END?  A reflection for Compline written by Joy Hadley in 2016 

Many years ago I was given a book as an Easter gift; ‘Even among these rocks’ by Steven D 

Purcell. This book has become one of my most treasured possessions, it is an illustrated and 

beautifully written Lenten journey, and I read it again every year during Lent. At the back of 

the book are 12 blank pages and each year, for many years, I thought I might use these 

pages to add my own thoughts, pictures and reflections, but I never did. Then in 2016 

Bronnie asked me to lead a service of Compline during Holy week.  Once I was told what 

was expected I did agree, but this was with some trepidation because I’d never done this 

before.   The theme for the reflection required was ‘The beginning or the end ‘. I read my 

bible and lots of bible study notes and other people’s reflections and wrote down my 

thoughts and the things I’d read which helped me to decide – ‘Was the crucifixion the 

beginning or the end?’ I also painted a picture because that’s my way of prayer.  

 At last I had a reason to add something to the blank pages in the back of my treasured 

book; this is what is now written in my book: 

I thought about how the disciples must have felt; when I look back on the Easter story with 
my own understanding of what was happening it’s easy to forget the sense of confusion 
that the disciples must have felt.  When they were with him they often struggled to 
understand him and keep up with his teaching so perhaps it’s likely that they came to the 
conclusion that the crucifixion was THE END. They didn’t immediately make the link 
between some of the things Jesus had said and the events that were now taking place.  They 
were confused, uncertain and possibly even going through the feelings of bereavement 
which would have made logical thought and behaviour really difficult for them. But they 
kept moving on, kept moving forward.  They didn’t have all the answers; they couldn’t 
explain what was happening in a logical manner, partly because it defied all human logic.   

When I look at the Easter facts of the crucifixion and the resurrection, facts which were and 
are undeniable, I have to admit that I too have problems understanding everything, but I 
know it wasn’t THE END.  It’s true we can look back on the facts with a certain degree of 
understanding but as we look forward without necessarily understanding all the details and 
implications of the risen Christ in our everyday lives how we can see ‘THE END’. 

 Reading the accounts of the resurrection in all the gospels it seems clear that none of the 
disciples or anyone else involved in finding the tomb empty really understood what was 
happening.  In all the gospel stories of the crucifixion and resurrection it might be that the 
only person who had any insight into what was happening apart from Christ himself was the 
thief on the cross next to him who asks that Jesus remembers him when he comes into his 
kingdom!.  (Lk 23 v 43) It wasn’t until they experienced the resurrected Christ for themselves 
that things began to make sense.  And it’s really only as we begin to experience the 
resurrected Christ that Easter begins to make sense to us 
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I’ve read some accounts which consider Christmas to be start of the Christian story and 

Easter the climax – but Birth and Death are not the beginning and the end in Christ’s story 

or in our own. 

The bible uses  much imagery and metaphor,  The image which now comes  into my mind is  

not of a path or a journey  with a beginning and an end but  that of a circle – NO beginning 

and NO end .  

The circle has become a part of our religious heritage; it is 

universally accepted as the symbol of eternity and never-

ending existence. It represents not only the perfection of God 

but the everlasting God, 

 ‘Who was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 

without end’  

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever. 

Since the circle has No beginning and No end it easily represents God’s love and our life in 

Christ; the Alpha and Omega;   eternity, all that which has neither beginning nor end.  

The white circle speaks of God’s pure love which is everlasting it has no beginning or end 

and despite the pain and suffering of the cross it still continues to be poured out. If the story 

ended at the cross it might still be a story worth telling but that story could never give life. 

Only the resurrection makes the crucifixion what it is for all of us who are marked by the 

cross. And the resurrection promises us eternal life.  

 From my book there is a poem by TS Eliot which contains the lines: 

‘What we call the beginning is often the end 

And to make an end is to make a beginning 

The end is where we start from’ 

How wonderful that the book I have treasured for so many years held the answer to the 

question I have been asked ‘Is it the beginning or the end?’ 

The circle represents this clearly to me -  the crucifixion  is a point upon the circle, and Lent is 
not a time of sacrifice and denial but a time of anticipation and preparation; preparation for 
the work to which God calls us. 

There will always be parts of the Easter story which remain a mystery to me, parts which I 
am only now beginning to understand bit by bit, year by year, and bits that I still find 
confusing.   But as a believer I understand and accept enough of the facts to move on in 
faith, to be comfortable in the mystery, and to try to live out the faith of the experience of 
the risen Christ in my everyday life. 
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Beyond betrayal there must be a story of 

forgiveness....  

Beyond despair there must always be a story of 

hope...  

Beyond death is the promise of eternal life....  

Beyond grief is Love... 

No beginning, No end. 

  

 

 

Our Lent Appeal 
As we approach a time of joyful celebration in the Church calendar we 

ask if you might consider doing something for international 

relations…making a small but significant contribution towards greater 

understanding worldwide.  

HOST’s mission is to give a welcome to international students in 

British homes for friendship and cultural exchange. Our volunteer 

hosts can offer hospitality for one day (daytime only) or three days and two nights at the 

weekend.  

We operate all year round and would very much welcome more volunteer hosts to join us.  

More information can be found on our website: www.hostuk.org    

Or email us on: info@hostuk.org  

Or telephone us on: 020 7739 6292  

 

 

       

 

Pocklington Singers next concert will be on Saturday 3rd March at 7.30 pm and 

will be held at All Saints Parish Church, Pocklington. The main work to be 

performed will be Faure’s Requiem, with other supporting pieces.  Tickets can be 

obtained from 3 weeks before the concert, at the Church Office, or Readwell and 

Wright, the book shop in Pocklington, or on the night at the door. 

 

http://www.hostuk.org/
mailto:info@hostuk.org
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                                                                                    Easter 2018 

                                             Gracious me! What can I say! 

 Easter this year falls on April Fool’s Day! 

 But Lord, what sort of fool do I want to be, 

 A fool for this world, or a fool for thee? 

 Oh Jesus! It is only by your generous grace  

 That I will be able to be a fool for you, 

 To turn the other cheek when smacked in the face  

 And when life gets hard and friends prove untrue  

 By saying slanderous things, then help me Lord 

 To pray for them, and forgive as you command me to. 

 Help me Lord to answer with kindness 

 Those who will say unpleasant things  

 Remembering how you were cursed when hung on that tree, 

 Dying there that we all from sin may be freed  

 Help me Lord, my risen Lord, to love all those  

 Who are mean and selfish and would do others harm,  

 Harm to the weak, the orphan, and the poor 

 Help me to show them the peace and balm 

 Of your love and grace, and your healing power, 

 To tell them you’re alive, you are risen from the dead 

 Bringing hope and forgiveness to this ailing world. 

 Lord, please give me grace and strength to be a fool for you. 

 Paddy  
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Transparency is vital by Rodney Nicholson 
The accusations of a cover-up made recently against Oxfam were sad to hear. The 

revelation that a handful of Oxfam aid workers in Haiti had used prostitutes – girls 

desperate to get any money they could by selling their bodies – was dreadful. Oxfam had 

ended their contracts with those staff but they had not brought them to prosecution. How 

far Oxfam had “covered up” immoral behaviour remains to be seen. Penny Lawrence, 

deputy chief director, resigned and other resignations may follow. 

 The great work which Oxfam does across the world is as valuable as ever, despite 

these terrible mistakes. The thousands of Oxfam volunteers will be upset and embarrassed, 

just as church members must feel wounded when their vicar has to resign for some 

impropriety. News like this is grist to the mill for those who never support overseas aid in 

the first place. We can hope and pray that donations to development charities do not 

diminish in the wake of Oxfam’s difficulties. 

 Critics of charities can be quick to accuse them of paying too high salaries, which is 

usually unfair. Charities like Oxfam – and Christian Aid – need highly able people at the top, 

who can talk with government officials, engage in long term planning and handle millions of 

pounds. Probably such people could earn more in the city of London than they do with a 

charity. There’s truth in the old saying, “Pay peanuts and you get monkeys”. Again, as with 

the Church, employed staff are hugely outnumbered by volunteers. 

 Transparency, however, is crucially important in the areas both of human failings and 

the handling of money. Whistleblowers deserve warm praise, whether they are pointing 

out major failings in a charity, a residential home, a hospital or a church. “From whom no 

secrets are hidden” applies not only to the opening prayer of the Communion service but to 

the running of any organisation. Cover-ups or a refusal to face up to the truth are 

profoundly sinful. The secrecy of the confessional or things shared in private conversations 

must be opened up if a crime has been committed. Anyone with information about a 

criminal offence is breaking the law if they do not pass it on to the police. David Hope, the 

former Archbishop of York, offered his resignation as an assistant bishop in Bradford 

diocese when it was revealed that he had not passed information on to the police regarding 

Robert Waddington, a former Dean of Manchester. Dr Sentamu had no choice but to accept 

it. 

 All church and charitable money should be open to scrutiny by the public. I have 

known instances from the past where church treasurers have not wanted the annual 

accounts to reveal all the church’s assets. A member of one of my former churches told me 

of a certain churchwarden who would say to her before the AGM, “I hope you’re not going 

to ask any awkward questions about the finances, Jessie.” Undaunted, Jessie, a former 

school teacher, would ask whatever she wanted. Hopefully we encourage our children to 

ask questions. Hopefully we praise investigative journalists who, sometimes at great 

personal risk, push and push until they get to the truth. After all, Jesus said, “You shall know 

the truth, and the truth shall make you free” 
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You are cordially invited to a Singing Day with the Stamford Bridge Singers.  For our Come 
and Sing we shall spend the day learning and singing some of our best-loved Coronation 
Anthems by Parry, Handel and Boyce.  The Singing Day will take place on Saturday 21st April 
at All Saints’ Church in Pocklington, starting at 10am and finishing with a short concert 
performance at 4.15 pm.  Stuart Nettleship will conduct and Geoffrey Coffin will accompany 
on the organ. 

There are six Coronation Anthems to be learned and sung on the day. They are: Handel: 
Zadok the Priest; Let Thy Hand be Strengthened; My heart is inditing; Hallelujah from 
Messiah, William Boyce: Come Holy Ghost and Parry: I was glad (shortened version).   All six 
anthems will be bound together in a booklet which will be provided on the day and may be 
taken home as a souvenir. The cost is included in the price of the ticket.  The cost for the 
full day will be £12 (£5 for students). 
 

For more details and an application form, visit www.stamfordbridgesingers.co.uk 
.  Proceeds from the day will go to ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, which SBS are supporting 
throughout 2018 and 2019. 

http://www.stamfordbridgesingers.co.uk/
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Ode to fish and chips by Rodney Nicholson 
Whenever I pass through Shiptonthorpe I notice the “Fish and Chips” sign – a relic of the 
failed Farmhouse enterprise. The successor to the former Indian restaurant soon hit 
financial difficulties. Perhaps Shiptonthorpe residents, or those passing through the parish, 
do not have a passion for Britain’s number one delicacy. Neither do I. I’m no great lover of 
fish and chips except on special occasions, such as a visit to Whitby when part of the fun is a 
take-away from the Quayside restaurant. We did that for my 70th birthday nearly three 
years ago. I wanted to eat in the company of our dogs, in spite of the seagulls swooping 
down! 
 A couple whose wedding I am taking in another parish (and deanery) in the summer 
are having fish and chips for their reception in a local hall. It’s partly because they are 
working on a tight budget but also because they are sure that their guests will enjoy the 
meal. “Good for you,” I said to them. “What a great idea.” They reminded me of a story 
which came from David Senior, our former house-for-duty priest two years ago.  

The manager’s son, an ordained priest and his bride were holding their wedding 
reception at Rydal Hall. Unfortunately the outside caterer could not get through because 
the central Lakes road was blocked by flooding caused by Storm Desmond. Undeterred, one 
of the party ordered fish and chips from Ambleside, and a four by four car hastened off to 
collect the seventy or so portions. The local press got hold of the story, giving it the 
headline, “For batter or for worse”. The fish and chips, followed by wedding cake made by 
the groom’s mother, provided a memorable meal. 

On one of our visits to London when the children were young, staying at the 
Mothers’ Union’s Mary Sumner House, we took three buses to a suburb south of Brixton in 
search of “The best fish and chips in London”. A friend had told us about the claim, 
although she had not been to the restaurant herself. On the buses I asked other passengers 
for directions, and they were most helpful, one man actually knowing the Lebanese 
restaurant owner’s son. Who says that Londoners are unfriendly! We got there in the end 
and the fish and chips were indeed very good. 

Many a church, or other party, has stopped for fish and chips on the way home from 
an outing. Many a rambling group has rounded off the walk with the same fare, sometimes 
in the rain. No doubt as much fun and lively conversation have taken place over this humble 
meal as over-elaborate dinners in sophisticated eating houses. A blue plaque in Oldham 
commemorates the first fish and chip shop in the 1860s, after which it became a traditional 
working class meal, seen by respective governments as an important part of life in both 
world wars - and not just for the “working class”. 

Our Archbishop appreciated an excellent evening at a seafood restaurant during the 
Scarborough deanery mission when a local woman gave a powerful testimony of the Christ 
had made in her life. Jesus would surely have been happy with fish and chips. Pass the 
vinegar, please. 
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                     March Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 

 Burnby 
 4th     9.15 am Family Service (CW) 
 11th  9.15 am  Special –Mothering Sunday 
 1st April  9.15 am  Family Communion (CW) Easter Sunday 
 
 
 Great Givendale  
 11th   9.15 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 25th     9.15 am   Holy Communion (BCP) Palm Sunday 
 1st April  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) Easter Sunday 
 
 
 
 Hayton 
 4th           9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 1st April   9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW) Easter Sunday 
 
 
 Huggate  
 4th              9.15 am  All Age Worship  
 11th  9.15 am Special –Mothering Sunday 
 25th      9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) Palm Sunday 
 1st April  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) Easter Sunday 
 
 
 Londesborough  
 11th    10.45 am Special –Mothering Sunday 
 25th  10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 1st April  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) Easter Sunday 
 
 
 Millington 
 11th  9.15 am Special –Mothering Sunday   
 25th    9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) Baptism at 11am  
 30th  9.15 am  Special –Good Friday 
 1st   April  9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW) Easter Sunday 
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 Nunburnholme 
 4th      10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 1st April  10.45 am Holy Communion (CW) Easter Sunday 

 
 
 

 Pocklington 
 
 4th        8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
      4th     10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 
    11th  10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  
 18th     10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) Group Service 
 25th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) Palm Sunday  
   Baptism follows  
 Holy Week  
 26th  6.30 pm  Compline  
 27th  6.30 pm  Compline  
 28th  6.30 pm  Compline  
 29th  10.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) Maundy Thursday   
 29th  7.30 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Maundy Thursday   
 30th  2.00 pm  Special –Good Friday  
 
 1st April  8.00 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Easter Sunday 
 1st April  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) Easter Sunday 
          
 Shiptonthorpe                        
 4th      10.45 am                        Holy Communion (BCP)  
 11th  10.45 am                        Special –Mothering Sunday 
 25th  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) Palm Sunday 
 30th  6.00 pm  Special –Good Friday 
 1st April  10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 
Please note that: 
 
 Sunday 18th March is a Group Service as it is Revd Geoff Hollingsworth’s last service. 
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 PARISH REGISTERS 

 

          We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

            

   

  

 

 

       We have united in Marriage through the love of God 

 

 

  

 

               We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

29th January   Joan Elizabeth Beal   (Octon) 

29th January    Pauline Marion Sanderson  (Pocklington) 

31st January    Brenda Florence Murial Richardson (Octon) 

3rd February   Julie Diane Honey     (Octon) 

16th February   Patricia Playforth     (Octon) 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2018 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £29.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £441.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £190.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00   
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
                                        Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

